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January 16, 2008 
 
WEST VIRGINIA BULLETIN NO: WV310-8-1 
  
SUBJECT: LNU – Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA) and Land Evaluation and Site 

Assessment (LESA) Requests. 
  
Purpose: 
 

To provide clarification for responding to LESA requests and completing form   
AD-1006 – Farmland Conversion Impact Ratings. 

  
Expiration Date: This bulletin expires September 30, 2008. 
 
 
Background:  The Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) routinely receives requests 
to evaluate impacts to prime and important farmland associated with a variety of projects 
proposed throughout West Virginia.  Most of these requests involve water and sewer projects 
and other activities proposed by Federal, State, and local governmental entities.  Frequently, 
these requests are submitted by consulting firms retained by governmental entities to prepare 
environmental reports to document project impacts in order to comply with the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).  This bulletin is intended to clarify policy for the submission 
of requests to NRCS for Farmland Conversion Impact Ratings (form AD-1006), define the Land 
Evaluation and Site Assessment (LESA) requests eligible to receive technical assistance from 
NRCS, and provide guidance for the distribution of copies of the completed AD-1006 for annual 
progress reporting. 
 
Explanation:  The Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA) is intended to minimize the impact 
Federal programs have on the unnecessary and irreversible conversion of farmland to 
nonagricultural uses.  For the purpose of FPPA, farmland includes prime farmland, unique 
farmland, and land of statewide or local importance.  Farmland subject to FPPA requirements 
does not have to be currently used for cropland.  It can be forestland, pastureland, cropland, or 
other land, but not water or urban built-up land. 
 
Projects are subject to FPPA requirements if they may irreversibly convert farmland (directly or 
indirectly) to nonagricultural use and are completed by a Federal agency or with the assistance 
from a Federal agency.  Assistance from a Federal agency includes providing financing or loans 
that will be used to implement a project. 
 
Requests for a Farmland Conversion Impact Rating must be submitted by the Federal agency 
that is implementing a project or providing technical or financial assistance to an entity that will 
implement the project.  Requests received from implementing entities or from consulting firms  
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will be returned to them with an explanation that the request must come from a Federal agency.  
 
Federal agencies requesting assistance shall submit the request and a form AD-1006, with Parts I 
and III completed, along with location maps and any other information pertinent to the potential 
farmland conversion.  Agencies may request form AD-1006 from NRCS or on the Web at: 
www.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/fppa.  
 
Federal agencies should submit requests to: 
 

Ron Wigal, Environmental Specialist 
NRCS 

75 High Street, Room 301 
Morgantown, WV   26505 

 
Requests received at the State Office in Morgantown will be forwarded to the appropriate Area 
Resource Soil Scientist for completion of the Farmland Conversion Impact Rating.  When 
finished, the Area Resource Soil Scientist will return the completed AD-1006 to the originating 
Federal agency.  In addition, a copy of the completed AD-1006 will be submitted to Ron Wigal, 
Environmental Specialist, at the State Office in Morgantown.  The copies of the AD-1006 will be 
used to prepare the FPPA Annual Progress Report to be submitted to National Headquarters; 
with this process the State Office will not have to ask the field staff for additional information. 
 
If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Bill O’Donnell,  
ASTC – Programs, at 304-284-7543. 
 
 
         /s/ 
 
KEVIN WICKEY 
State Conservationist 
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